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Scries for Calumnietiors : interspersed 
XL-it h remarks an the disadvantages, 
misfortunes, and habits of the Ir- 
ish. In 'Z Vols. Svo. ,p.p. 265, 323. 
J>>/ J. B. Trotter, esq. Dublin 
primed by H. titzpatrich, 1809. 
Price 1 is. <ifci. 

WE expected on opening these 
volumes to find patriotic sen- 
timents, a love of liberty, the effu- 
sions of • feeling and benevolent 
heart, and we were not disappointed. 
The stories which are founded on facts, 
have left an impression ou our minus 
which will not be readily removed. 
The story of Henry Claims peculiar 
interest with all those whose hearts 
are animated by a love of their 
country, or who have been delighted 
■with the delineation of the many ex 
eeltent traits in the Irish national cha- 
racter. Henry was. the victim of 
rumour and unjust suspicion ; and 
such we fear has been the case with 
many virtuous and amiable charac- 
ters, who lost their lives during tl>e 
memorable period of the insurrection 
in lirlatid. Our feelings were rous- 
ed, and our sensibility powerfully call- 
ed forth, by Ibis melancholy and in- 
teresting tale; and we can assure our 
readers that our feelings are not of 
that class, which may be called mor- 
pi4, or enfeebled by affected sensibility, 
ready to be called forth by a pathe- 
tic novel, or a tale of unreal woe ; 
but we felf during the perusal of toe 
siory of Henry that it is a narra- 
tive founded on facts which can never 
be forgotten. 

The story of M'Neil, is a tale 
founded chiefly on facts which occured 
(iithe Northern part of Ireland- It is 
deserving the compassion of the friends 
of true liberty ; and we must give the 
author praise for the true patriotism 
uisco'.-ered in this book ; he gives 
a; less imaginary view of the Irish, 
shun any writer with wliqm we have 
lately met ; without flattering our 
national vanity, he candidly acknow- 
ledges that many of the faults of 
the irish, proceed from intoxication 
and a love of low company, r l his 
detect iii the irisij clnxucter, has often 



been a cause of much regret to the 
reflecting part of the people of Ire- 
land. The want of order and clean- 
liness in the domestic manage- 
ment of the poorer classes is shown 
in a strong point of view ; he 
very properly attributes this strife* 
ing defect, to the want of industry 
and education, the stimulus of which 
if rightly applied, would produce re- 
formation. We shall extract a few 
of his remarks on this subject. 

** Edward entered many of the 
houses, and remarked that « total 
want of order was every where ob- 
servable among the lower class. The 
earthen floor was in- general damp 
and comfortless. The chairs and 
tables unwashed. The children ne- 
glected as to personal neatness, and 
dress; the women destitute of em- 
ployment, bad no resource but gos- 
sipping, or the fatal expedient ©f 
tippling, to render lighter the wings 
of time. It is not the fault of the 
lower orders, if they do not practise 
what they have never been accustom- 
ed to; and if the modelling hand 
of legislature has omitted to give 
good education, the subjects for it 
are no more to be blamed than the 
ill brought up child, which has never 
known wholesome restraint and instruc- 
tion. Tie stimulus of laudable pride 
and emulation might Irere have caused 
cleanliness of person and habitation. 
Industry also, supplied with channels, 
might have exercised energy, given 
independence, and caused a different 
face of things, when competence had 
been gained, and there was time 
and opportunity for thinking of tht 
comforts which may be attained in 
humble life." 

The story of Miss Saxley slw>ws, 
in a striking point of view, the want 
of geuerosity in attacking the cha- 
racter of an unprotected female, whose 
character too otten falls a victim io 
slamler and unmerited reproach.— 
Would persons give themselves time 
to reflect on the misery they occa- 
sion, by thoughtlessly throwing un- 
merited imputation ou characters, we 
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are sure humanity would prevent them 
from such acts of cruelty. 

Ferguson paints the misery occasion- 
ed in very strong terms. 

" When in her fair foitn, 
The smallest flaw is found, the whole de- 
cays, 
In vain she may implore with piteous eye, 
.A iid spread her naked pinions to the blast; 
A reputation maimed tinds no repair, 
Till death, the ghastly monarch, shuts the 
scene." 

We should rejoice to see the exam- 
ple more generally followed, which 
tie has pointed out, of the Catholic 
and Protestant clergymen benevo- 
lently co operating with feeling hearts 
in relieving the distressed, and afford- 
ing comfort to the poor, and as he 
very justly remarks, " In such con- 
duct he saw a remedy for much mis- 
fortune in society in Ireland." 

Mutual forbearance, and mutual sup- 
port are much wanted to allay tiie 
irritation, which still exists; and where 
is the benevolent heart that would 
not rejoice to see all animosities 
healed, all religious distinctions made 
equal, and the virtuous of all religious 
denominations uniting to promote har- 
mony and comfort i Happily for Ire- 
landa more liberal spirit on the subject 
of Catholic emancipation is becoming 
general, and many of its most violent 
opponents are, at least, become more 
moderate ; but we could wish the nobie 
liberality expressed in the following 
lines to be. more generally adopted. 

"O! rouse then in spite of a merciless few, 
And pronounce this immortal decree, 
That whate'er be man's tenets, his for- 
tune, his hue, 
He is man, and shall therefore he free." 

Power is a dangerous weapon to place 
in the hands of any party, as the form- 
ation of the human mind is such, as to 
make those in power frel their dignity 
enhanced by tyrannizing over those 
whom they [proudly call their in- 
feriors; anil the exercise of power 
over any men, or any nation, divided 
by civil or religious dissentions, is a 
trust of a delicate nature, for wiiich 
very few are fitted. 

We select the following asan iasiauce 
of the unaffected sensibility of liiis 
writer: "There are circumstances 
connected with the lass of our dearest 



friends, which renew the memory of 
those departed objects, and are hallow- 
ed by feeling minds into a sort of 
periodical intercourse with them. f 
knew a friend whom the red cluster of 
the mountain ask, reminds of the loss 
of a character unrivalled for the bright- 
est talent and softest heart. A small 
tree of that species grew near th« 
chamber of the invalid. Every morn- 
ing he noticed with pleasure the autum- 
nal beauty of this little tree ; its clusters 
brightened with the rays of the un- 
clouded sun. He had little sleep or 
ease ; at the dawn he looked out for 
the mountain ash. : he watched th<- 
berries reddening, the leaves glitter- 
ing, and the.movement of its branches, 
as the morning air freshened through 
them : when the evening fell, he saw 
with sorrow his favourite object fade 
from his eyes, but death came before 
the berries were left naked ort the tree. 
Ever since my friend feels bis sorrow 
renewed at the autumnal appearance 
of the mountain ash berries. The 
brightening clusters mark his irrepara- 
ble lo^s, and he consecrates that mo- 
ment of the autumn to grief that can 
never die, and is then peculiarly vi- 
vid !" 

Asan instance of strict integrity and 
magnanimity, we select the following 
anecdote which is founded on a fad, 
whichoccured in a town in tne North 
of Ireland. " That is the cabin," said 
our guide, "of Magaret Palmer; she 
is widow of James Palmer. Her story 
is a doleful one. Her husband was a clev- 
er lad, and was concerned in something 
about the rebellion. He was brought 
out to die ; Margaret was persuaded 
to advisehim to iiij'urm about every one 
he knew, to save himself and family. 
" If 1 do," he said (and I heard ihis 
from-them that knew him)" if I do so 
to save my family, and keep you from 
being a widow, titcity miserable fami- 
lies, and twenty tcidmstf will curse we 
daily 1 cannot live! so farewell!" aid 
he died. His wife has since lived heri ; 
the neighbours built tiie house amo* g 
tiie hollies. She is industrious, 'spins, 
and teaches the boys to read; but she 
Hirer smdled since." 

We might enlarge this critique 
very much by some very interesting 
ana instructive quotations, but we 
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rather refer our readers to the 
book, convinced lhat any person 
who has the smallest spark of patrio- 
tism will feel highly gratified by the 
perusal. We shall however venture to 
makes few moreextracts, in the expec- 
tation that our readers will be much 
pleased with the very excellent ad- 
vice of the amiable Mrs. O'Brien, 
given to her young friend, nearly 
in her last moments; advice which 
cannot be read without interest. 
She thus describes his brother as a 
model for imitation : Henry had early 
principles of public virtue ; and bv 
reading had stored his mind with 
examples of disinterestedness, and high 
regard for the community at large. 
His sentiments were therefore trutg 
patriotic; and as nothing of avarice 
or that ambition which loves to stride 
over others, without feeling or prin- 
ciple, entered into his mind, lie was 
not incited as so many are, to dis 
turb society to satisfy these passions ; 
nor was he impelled by them in the 
wishes he formed, and the plans ,o( 
reforming abuses, which he sometimes 
meditated upon. Though young, very 
young, his mind was early tonned 
by thinking and reading ; and his 
great sensibility produced observation 
in no common degree, without lead- 
ing him in the least from the land- 
marks of judgment and good sense. 
He loved his country, as a common 
parent ; honoured her virtues, and la- 
mented her faults. He often wept 
over the page of her melancholy 
history, and often his humanity re- 
coiled from it. " At times, said he," 
I cannot bear to read of so much dis- 
order and misery. In this view so- 
ciety looks hideous. But then the 
construction of government must have 
been faulty, or the people could not 
have been so turbulent, or so un- 
happy. Government is. education, 
and the scholars are shaped by the 
master." She then pathetically ad- 
vues ; " Be neither rash nor timid, 
yet ever filled with zeal for the hap- 
piness of yeiir countrymen, do them 
a'l the good in your power, but do 
not repine if you cannot do all you 
wish. Be to your wife a companion 
and friend ; and avoid the common 
error of men, in undervaluing our 
s.-x, of rei using them conhdence, 



and lowering them to the mere per- 
formance of household affairs. Be 
assured want of confidence hurts, 
by destroying every motive which 
elevates the soul. In another matter 
1 wish you to hold the example of 
Henry before your eyes unceasingly; 
fondness for study, ana a detennination 
to remain alone at any time, rather 
than resort to low and bad company, 
kept him always free from the habit 
of intoxication.' 1 

Our author concludes with the 
following excellent remarks. " If Mrs. 
O'Brien's farewell advice be read with 
interest and attention, by any of my 
young countrymen, I would entreat 
them to consider how much solid 
virtues are superior to superficial 
qualifications ; to probe their hearts 
deeply lest vanity may be found t,a 
stand for patriotism, or bigotry for 
religion ; lest mercenary views may 
be thought to be loyalty ; or inflaming 
the ignorant be imagined public 
spirit ; Jest convivial excess be mis- 
taken for manliness ; or animal vivacity 
conceived to be energy. Let me 
conjure them to look to a self-edu- 
cation, at home, when the school 
and college are abandoned ; there 
to read for improvement, ant the 
benefit of their country. Let them 
then uphold it by their virtues, civilize 
it by their example and efforts, and 
thus give to it what it most wants, 
pure and glowing patriots." 

We have been more anxious in 
selecting extracts from this work to 
exhibit detached specimens of the 
writer's sentiments to interest our 
readers, and make them desirous of 
perusing it for themselves, than merely 
to give a dry detail of the contents 
of the volumes. 

While we give the intelligent author 
of these pages the highest credit tor 
his patriotism, his benevolence and 
feeling for the unfortunate, we must, 
as a painful part of our duty, point 
out some detects. Jn the first part 
of the second volume he allows his 
imagination to wander into the bound- 
less regions of romance. The story 
of Sophy's madness and her recovery, 
is unworthy the writer of the affect- 
ing and simple story of Henry ; but 
by mixing a little hve into the work, 
peihapi he thought it might gain the 



1810.] 



List of New Publications. 



129 



attention of persons, whose fri- 
volity too often leads them to indulge 
more in the pleasures of the imagi- 
nation, than in the instructive page 
of reality. He may think thus to 
lead them while reading for amuse- 
ment to collect useful information, 
and to feel for the distresses of their 
countrymen. We also noticed at pages 
53 and 125, in the second volume, 
a departure from strict veracity, in 
excuses to palliate absence ; this the 



defence of a frjend cannot warrant, 
and even in a work of fancy is not 
excusable. — We are conscious that 
these deviations from veracity, are 
sanctioned by the polite world, but 
still they are breaches of the strict 
law of morality, and we are sorry 
our author condescended to make use 
of them. Silence, where a manly a- 
vowal of the truth cannot be made, 
would have been far more noble. 

Y. 
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